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Han LAMERS,

Bettina REITZ-JOOSSE,

and Valerio SANZOTTA

INTRODUCTION

STUDIES IN THE LATIN LITERATUREAND

EPIGRAPHYOF ITALIAN FASCISM

๠e articles collected in this book deal with the use of Latin as a literary and

epigraphic language under Italian Fascism (൫൳൬൬-൫൳൮൭). ๠e myth of Rome

was central to Italian Fascist ideology, and it is hardly surprising that Latin

played an important role in the regime’s cultural politics. Until some years

ago, however, the Latin literature of the ventennio had never been studied

as a phenomenon in its own right. Latin literature was actively encouraged

by the regime and fulfilled a number of important functions within Fascist

culture, but since then the Latin production of this period has only received

scant scholarly attention.1 ๠is may have been due to a general lack of

scholarly interest in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Neo-Latin literature,

but also to classicists’ understandable unease about studying a dark and all

too recent chapter in the history of their own discipline.

During the last few years, however, with shifting scholarly priorities and

increasing temporal distance, scholars have turned to the Latin literature

1 ๠ere are some notable exceptions: the use of Latin during the ventennio was for
example discussed in investigations of secondary teaching (e.g., Paolo Fedeli, ‘Studio e uso
del latino nella scuola fascista’, in Matrici culturali del fascismo. Seminari promossi dal
consiglio regionale pugliese e dall’Ateneo barese nel trentennale della liberazione [Bari:
Università di Bari, Facoltà di lettere e filosofia, ൫൳൱൱], pp. ൬൪൳-൬൬൭ and, more recently, Elisa
M. Bruni, Greco e latino. Le lingue classiche nella scuola italiana (৲৹৷ৱ-৳ৱৱ৶) (Rome:
Armando, ൬൪൪൯), pp. ൮൳-൫൪൪), contests of Latin poetry and prose composition (e.g., Daniela
Gionta, ‘I certamina di poesia e prosa latina’, in La poesia latina nell’area dello stretto fra
Ottocento e Novecento: Atti del convegno di Messina, ৳ৱ-৳৲ ottobre ৳ৱৱৱ, nel centenario
della nascita di Giuseppe Morabito (৲৺ৱৱ-৲৺৺৸), eds V. Fera – D. Gionta – E. Morabito
(Messina: Centro Interdipartimentale di Studi Umanistici, ൬൪൪൰), pp. ൫൳൯-൬൮൪) and individual
Neo-Latin poets such as Giovanni Mazza, Francesco Sofia Alessio, and Luigi Illuminati:
see, e.g., Vincenzo Fera, ‘Microcosmo letterario meridionale: Morabito tra Francesco Sofia
Alessio e Alfredo Bartoli’, in La poesia latina, pp. ൭൫൫-൭൬൳, and Alfonso Traina, ‘Una falsa
attribuzione’, Studi e problemi di critica testuale, ൰൬ (൬൪൪൫), ൫൳൳-൬൪൪, then reprinted in Id.,
La ‘lyra’ e la ‘libra’ (tra poeti e filologi) (Bologna: Pàtron, ൬൪൪൭).
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of this period and its cultural, ideological, and social functions.2 Recent

publications have explored what it meant to write in Latin under Mussolini

and argued that the language was made to serve as the language of Fascist

romanità, as a modern and a specifically Fascist language, as a national

and an international language, and as the language of Italian imperialism.3

๠ere have also been several studies of individual Latin works of this

period, both prose and poetry.4

2 For the ideological and political contexts of classical scholarship, the work of Luciano
Canfora has been seminal, especially for Italian Fascism. See in particular Luciano
Canfora, Ideologie del classicismo, Piccola Biblioteca Enaudi. Filologia. Linguistica. Critica
letteraria, ൭൳൰ (Torino: Enaudi, ൫൳൲൪) and Politische Philologie: Altertumswissenschaften
und moderne Staatsideologien, trans. Volker Breidecker – Ulrich Hausmann – Barbara
Hufer (Stuttgart: Klett-Cotta, ൫൳൳൯). Other foundational studies in this field include Mariella
Cagnetta, Antichisti e impero fascista (Bari: Dedalo, ൫൳൱൳), Beat Näf (ed.), Antike und
Altertumswissenschaft in der Zeit von Faschismus und Nationalsozialismus: Kolloquium
Universität Zürich, ৲৵.-৲৸. Oktober ৲৺৺৹ (Mandelbachtal – Cambridge: Cicero, ൬൪൪൫), and
Fausto Giordano, Filologi e fascismo. Gli studi di letteratura Latina nell’Enciclopedia
Italiana (Napoli: Arte tipografica, ൫൳൳൭). Over the last decades, Classical Reception Studies,
too, have generally become more interested in the political and ideological contexts of
reception. See, programmatically, ୡe Uses and Abuses of Antiquity, eds M. D. Biddiss
– M. Wyke (Bern: Peter Lang, ൫൳൳൳), and, for a more recent perspective, the section on
‘Cultural Politics’ in A Companion to Classical Receptions, eds L. Hardwick – Ch. Stray
(Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, ൬൪൫൫), pp. ൭൮൭-൭൳൱.

3 See esp. Han Lamers – Bettina L. Reitz-Joosse – Dirk Sacré, ‘Neo-Latin Literature,
Italy ൭: Fascism (൫൳൬൬-൫൳൮൭)’, in Brill’s Encylopaedia of the Neo-Latin World, eds Ph. Ford
– J. Bloemendal – Ch. Fantazzi (Leiden: Brill, ൬൪൫൮), pp. ൫൪൳൫-൫൪൳൰ and Han Lamers –
Bettina L. Reitz-Joosse, ‘Lingua Lictoria: the Latin Literature of Italian Fascism’, Classical
Receptions Journal, ൲, ൬ (൬൪൫൰), ൬൫൰-൬൯൬, both with references to previous scholarship.

4 ๠e main discussions and editions of individual pieces of ‘Fascist Latin’ are, apart
from the contributions in this book, Han Lamers – Bettina L. Reitz-Joosse, ୡe Codex
Fori Mussolini: A Latin Text of Italian Fascism. Edited with Introduction, Commentary
and Translation, Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception (London: Bloomsbury, ൬൪൫൰
& ൬൪൫൱); Iid., ‘Lingua Lictoria’; Nicolò Bettegazzi – Han Lamers – Bettina Reitz-Joosse,
‘Viewing Rome in the Latin Literature of the ventennio fascista: Francesco Giammaria’s
Capitolium Novum’, Fascism, ൲ (൬൪൫൳), ൫൯൭–൫൱൲; Han Lamers, ‘Latinizing Mussolini’s
Message: Nicola Festa’s Latin Translation of the ‘Proclamation of Empire’ (൫൳൭൰/൱)’,
International Journal of the Classical Tradition, ൬൮, ൬ (൬൪൫൱), ൫൳൲-൬൫൲; Paola Bragantini,
‘Il ‘Latinista Fascista’. Contributo alla biografia di Ettore Stampini’, Quaderni di storia
dell’Università di Torino, ൬ (൫൳൳൲), ൰൫-൲൪; Friedemann Scriba, ‘Mussolini-Panegyrik im
Alkäischen Vers’, Der Altsprachliche Unterricht, ൮൰ (൬൪൪൭), ൭൲-൮൬; Wolfgang Strobl, ‘Tu
regere imperio populos, Romane, memento… Zur Rezeption von Vergil und Horaz im
italienischen Faschismus am Beispiel des Siegesplatzes in Bozen’, Antike und Abendland,
൯൲ (൬൪൫൬), ൫൮൭-൫൰൰ (= Id., ‘Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento… La ricezione di
Virgilio e Orazio nell’Italia fascista: il caso di Piazza della Vittoria a Bolzano’Quaderni
di storia, ൱൲ [൬൪൫൭], ൲൱-൫൭൯); Siward Tacoma – Martje de Vries, ‘Stralen als gelijken: de
Augustalia (൫൳൭൱) vanAnacleto Trazzi’, Roma Aeterna, ൬, ൫ (൬൪൫൮), ൱൭-൱൱. For more extensive
references, see Lamers – Reitz-Joosse, ‘Lingua Lictoria’, esp. n. ൯ and n. ൬൱.
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ංඇඍඋඈൽඎർඍංඈඇ ൭

๠e Latin texts of the ventennio fascista are now starting to receive

the scholarly attention they deserve as important literary, cultural, and

historical documents. ๠is collection builds on these recent developments,

deepens our understanding of ‘Fascist Latinity’, and opens up a number of

new avenues of research. ๠e articles presented here especially shed light

on three important topics: first, the pivotal role of Latin in constructing

a link between ancient Rome and Fascist Italy; second, the di൵erent

contexts in which Latin texts functioned in the ventennio fascista; and

third, the way in which ‘Fascist Latinity’ manipulated the ‘myth of Rome’

of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Italy. In what follows,

we briefly outline the contribution that this volume makes to those three

areas.

One central concern running through this volume is the construction

of connections between Fascist Italy and ancient Rome.5A large body of

scholarship has been devoted to the various ways in which this connection

was established.6๠e Fascists – including Mussolini himself – generally

emphasised that their relation with ancient Rome was not a bookish or eru-

dite one: Romewas not ‘dead history’, to use Giuseppe Bottai’s words, but a

vivid idea which resonated with the Italians’most vital historical and politi-

cal concerns.7๠e Fascists themselves represented their special connection

5 See Marla Stone, ‘A Flexible Rome: Fascism and the Cult of romanità’, in Roman
Presences: Receptions of Rome in European Culture, ৲৸৺৹-৲৺৵৶, ed. C. Edwards (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, ൫൳൳൳), pp. ൬൪൯-൬൬൪.

6 ๠e literature on Fascist romanità is too extensive to summarise here. For introductions,
see Luciano Canfora, ‘Classicismo e fascismo’, Quaderni di storia, ൮ (൫൳൱൰), ൫൯-൮൲; Id.,
Ideologie; Id., ‘Fascismo e bimillenario della nascita di Virgilio’, in Enciclopedia virgiliana,
൯ vols (Roma: Istituto dell’Enciclopedia Italiana, ൫൳൲൮-൫൳൳൫), IV, Pe-S (൫൳൲൯), ൮൰൳-൮൱൬;
Stone, ‘A Flexible Rome’; Romke Visser, s.v. ‘Istituto (Nazionale) di Studi Romani’, in Der
Neue Pauly: Enzyklopädie der Antike, ൫൰ vols, eds H. Cancik – H. Schneider – M. Landfester
(Stuttgart – Weimar: Metzler, ൫൳൳൰-൬൪൪൭), XIV, Rezeptions- und Wissenschaftsgeschichte
(൬൪൪൪), ൰൯൬-൰൯൲; Andrea Giardina, ‘Ritorno al futuro. La romanità fascista’, in Il mito di
Roma. Da Carlo Magno a Mussolini, eds A. Giardina – A. Vauchez (Roma – Bari: Laterza,
൬൪൪൪), pp. ൬൫൬-൬൳൰; Jan Nelis, ‘Constructing Fascist Identity: Benito Mussolini and the
Myth of “Romanità”’, ୡe Classical World, ൫൪൪ (൬൪൪൱), ൭൳൫-൮൫൯ (pp. ൮൪൭-൭൪൮); Id., ‘La
romanité (romanità) fasciste. Bilan des recherches et propositions pour le futur’, Latomus:
Revue d’études latines, ൰൰ (൬൪൪൱), ൳൲൱-൫൪൪൰; Marco Giuman – Ciro Parodo, Nigra subucula
induti. Classicità, immagine e questione della razza nella propaganda dell’Italia fascista
(Padova: Cleup, ൬൪൫൫); Paola S. Salvatori, ‘Fascismo e Romanità’, Studi storici, ൯൯ (൬൪൫൮),
൬൬൱-൬൮൪. For a recent and well-researched bibliography on the subject, see Joshua Arthurs,
Excavating Modernity. ୡe Roman Past in Fascist Italy (Ithaca – London: Cornell University
Press, ൬൪൫൬).

7 See Bottai’s remarks as cited in Giardina, ‘Ritorno al futuro’, pp. ൬൭൲-൬൭൳.
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with Rome as an ‘intuitive’ and even ‘mystic’ relationship.8 On the other

hand, Fascist suspicions against classical scholarship should not blind us

to the fact that, to show and celebrate its special relationship with Rome,

the regime heavily relied on the very same bookish erudition it in other

contexts despised. ๠e articles in this collection show how the regime

successfully induced both students and scholars of classical culture to o൵er

their Latin learning for cementing the desired relationship between Fascist

Italy and ancient Rome. ๠e Fascist ‘polemic against erudition’, in the

words of Andrea Giardina, mainly targeted students of ancient culture

who refused to make their expertise subservient to the needs of the cult of

Rome.9

๠e use of classicising Latin in itself already established a connection

between ancient Rome and the Fascist present.10 More specifically, several

articles in the collection explore how authors of Fascist Latin texts referred

to particular phrases and more general tropes from classical Latin literature

in order to render this connection more concrete and meaningful. Just as

architects of this period worked references to ancient styles and monuments

into their structures, so too Latin writers appropriated the words and works

of ancient authors such as Vergil and Horace to convey Fascist messages.

For example, Fedeli shows how poets such as Quirino Ficari, Alberto

Gabrielli, Domenico Migliazza, and Luigi Illuminati in their Latin poems

mined Horace’s Carmen saeculare to frame ‘Fascist’ ideas as specifically

‘Roman’. Barton examines how three relatively well-known Latin poets

from this period (Mazza, Sofia Alessio, and Illuminati) used Roman

pastoral and georgic tropes to construct a complex, and in some ways

paradoxical, Fascist ideal landscape. ๠e strategic use of ancient authors

was not limited to literary works: in his discussion of the inscription of the

Bozen Victory Monument, Strobl discusses how a Latin text referencing

an ancient inscription in ancient Moesia was attached to a new monument

celebrating Fascist imperialism and the conquest of the last terra irredenta

after the Risorgimento and World War I. Besides o൵ering an introduction

to the understudied Latin epigraphy of Italian Fascism, Nastasi discusses

how pre-Fascist inscriptions from post-unification Rome as well as direct

quotations from ancient authors were integrated into Fascist architectural

programmes and thereby ‘resemanticised’ as Fascist. ๠us, the articles

8 Giardina, ‘Ritorno al futuro’, pp. ൬൭൲-൬൮൫.
9 Ibid., p. ൬൭൳.
10 Lamers – Reitz-Joosse, ‘Lingua Lictoria’.
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collected here bring into clearer focus the ways in which obviously non-

Fascist words and expressions could gain Fascist overtones when they

were reused in specific contexts and their original meaning and functions

manipulated or distorted.

๠e papers also explore a number of di൵erent contexts in which Latin

functioned during the ventennio, and investigate how Latin texts were

produced and adapted specifically for functioning within them. Luggin’s

chapter, for example, brings into focus the role of the Latin language in

secondary and higher education. Her investigation of Latin translations of

Mussolini’s speeches adds a new dimension to the study of Latin at schools

under Fascism, pioneered by Paolo Fedeli in the ൫൳൱൪s.11 ๠e chapters

by Strobl, Nastasi, and Fedeli all address Latin inscriptions on public

monuments, exploring the relationship between monumental context,

architectural and decorative features, and Latin phrases.12 Latin was also

employed in the service of Fascism on the international stage. Sacré’s

contribution about Fascist Latin poems at the Certamen Hoeuৼtianum

and Van Binnebeke’s inventory of submissions to this contest during the

11 See Fedeli, ‘Studio e uso’. ๠e Riforma Gentile (൫൳൬൭) confirmed the important role of
Latin, Greek and philosophy within the ‘humanist’ educational system, not least as a means
of perpetuating social hierarchies in Italian society, since only ginnasi-licei classici provided
unlimited access to higher education (Jürgen Charnitzky, Die Schulpolitik des faschistischen
Regimes in Italien (৲৺৳৳-৲৺৵৴) [Tübingen: Niemeyer, ൬൪൪൮], pp. ൭൬-൭൱, ൳൫). Increasingly,
the study of Latin and ancient history was instrumentalised for moulding a generation of
future Fascists through a selective and manipulative exposure to Roman texts and history:
Ugo Piacentini, ‘Über die Rolle des Lateinunterrichtes und der römischen Geschichte im
faschistischen Italien’, Das Altertum, ൫൪ (൫൳൰൮), ൫൫൱-൫൬൰.

12 Ageneral overview of Latin epigraphy under Fascism is still lacking. SeeMassimiliano
Munzi, ‘ItalianArchaeology in Libya from Colonial Romanità to Decolonization of the Past’,
in Archaeology under Dictatorship, eds M. L. Galaty – C. Watkinson (New York: Springer,
൬൪൪൮), pp. ൱൭-൫൪൱ (pp. ൲൰, ൲൲) on Fascist inscriptions in Libya and Strobl, ‘Tu regere imperio
populos, Romane, memento’, on Fascist inscriptions in Bolzano. Some Fascist inscriptions in
Rome are recorded in Francesco Ferraironi, Iscrizioni ornamentali su edifici e monumenti di
Roma con appendice sulle iscrizioni scomparse (Roma: Industria Tipografica Romana, ൫൳൭൱);
Id., ‘Iscrizioni ornamentali di Roma scomparse’, Strenna dei Romanisti, ൫൮ (൫൳൯൭), ൬൬൰-൬൭൪;
Klaus Bartels, Roms sprechende Steine: Inschriften aus zwei Jahrtausenden (Darmstadt:
von Zabern, ൬൪൫൬4) and Tyler Lansford,ୡe Latin Inscriptions of Rome: A Walking Guide
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, ൬൪൪൳). Most recently, Antonino Nastasi has
treated Fascist inscriptions in the context of his work on the Latin inscriptions of Rome from
൫൲൱൪ to the present: see Antonino Nastasi, ‘Le iscrizioni in latino di Roma Capitale’, Forma
Vrbis ൫൮, ൮ (൬൪൫൬), ൮൬-൮൲ (p. ൮൱); Id., ‘Forme e formule dell’epigrafia classica nelle iscrizioni
postunitarie di Roma: il caso di Ponte Sublicio’, Studj Romanzi, n.s. ൫൳ (൬൪൫൮), ൭൯൭-൭൱൪ (pp.
൭൰൲-൭൱൪); Id., ‘Urbis ad ornatum est ‘versificata’ domus. Le iscrizioni metriche in Latino
di Roma Capitale’, Semicherchio, ൯൮, ൫ (൬൪൫൰), ൭൫-൯൪ (pp. ൭൳-൮൰). For a full catalogue of
inscriptions in the city of Rome, see now also Antonino Nastasi, Le iscrizioni in latino di
Roma Capitale (৲৹৸ৱ-৳ৱ৲৹) (Roma: Edizioni Quasar, ൬൪൫൳).
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ventennio throw light on the Fascists’ strategies of exploiting the certamen

in Amsterdam for their own purposes.13

Fascist attempts to appropriate the Latin language should not obscure

the fact that there were considerable similarities between the uses of Latin

in the decades before and during the ventennio fascista. Latin authors from

this period relied on, and gave new meaning to, established traditions

from the pre-Fascist period. ๠e cult of ancient Rome, for example,

was much older than Fascism. In the nineteenth century, it had o൵ered

an ideological framework for the struggle for independence, helped to

consolidate national identity, to justify the role of Rome as new capital after

൫൲൱൪ and, subsequently, to support colonial campaigns.14 Contemporary

ideas about romanità, the Italianmare nostrum, and the inspirational quality

of ancient Rome for the young Italian nation also found their way from

broader political and literary discourses into the Neo-Latin literature of

the nineteenth century. For example, Sacré in his introductory chapter

discusses a poem by Giuseppe Mengozzi, celebrating the twenty-fifth

anniversary of Roma capitale (൬൪ September ൫൲൳൯); in its style, tone, and

especially in its ‘Roman imagery’, this poem anticipates much of what the

Fascists would later highlight in their own cult of Rome.

๠ese similarities, and in some cases continuities, are essential to

understanding Fascist Latinity from a diachronic perspective, and they

are explored in several chapters in this collection. For example, Fedeli

contextualises his discussion of Fascist uses of Horace’s Carmen saeculare

by pointing out how the poem had been used by Latin poets before the

ventennio to express their sense of Italian nationalism. Sacré discusses

continuities and traditions in Neo-Latin circles, and especially the frequent

references to Giovanni Pascoli by later Latin authors. Finally, Nastasi

shows how the myth of Rome between Risorgimento and Fascism is also

crucial to understanding Fascist Latin epigraphy.15๠e chapters of Fedeli,

Sacré, and Nastasi in particular remind us that, for understanding Fascist

Latinity in its diverse forms and contexts, similarities and continuities

13 On the Certamen Hoeuৼtianum and the other certamina during the first decades of the
twentieth century see Gionta, ‘I certamina di poesia e prosa latina’. On other international
contexts for Fascist Latin, see Lamers – Reitz-Joosse, ‘Lingua Lictoria’, pp. ൬൭൬-൬൭൱.

14 SeeAlberto Caracciolo, Roma capitale. Dal Risorgimento alla crisi dello Stato liberale
(Roma: Edizioni Rinascita, ൫൳൯൰), pp. ൭-൭൯; Natalie de Haan, ‘Fare gli italiani: Het Romeinse
verleden in modern Italië’, Lampas, ൮൲, ൮ (൬൪൫൯), ൭൳൯-൮൫൪; and, above all, Andrea Giardina,
‘Dalla Rivoluzione Francese alla Prima Guerra mondiale. Miti repubblicani e miti nazionali’,
in Il mito di Roma. Da Carlo Magno a Mussolini, eds A. Giardina – A. Vauchez (Bari –
Roma: Laterza, ൬൪൪൪), pp. ൫൫൱-൬൫൫ (pp. ൫൰൳-൫൳൳).

15 See also Nastasi’s work cited in n. ൫൬.

Reprint from “Studies in the Latin Literature and Epigraphy of Italian Fascism” – ISBN 978 94 6270 207 3 – © Leuven University Press, 2020



ංඇඍඋඈൽඎർඍංඈඇ ൱

with the literary culture of the immediate past should not be overlooked.

At the same time, they show the tendency, common under Fascism, to

‘fascisise’ what was borrowed from the past, from antiquity to the more

recent pre-Fascist period.

๠e issue of (constructed) continuities with previous Latin culture raises

an important question: what exactly makes a Latin text ‘Fascist’ – its

context of reception (discussed above), date of composition, authorship, or

content? Or a combination of these factors? In di൵erent ways, this question

is directly or indirectly raised in each chapter of this book.

A production date between ൫൳൬൬ and ൫൳൮൭ does not necessarily qualify

a Latin text as ‘Fascist’. As Van Binnebeke’s inventory shows, many

Latin poems written by Italian authors during the ventennio appear to

bear absolutely no relation to Fascism in terms of content and can hardly

be called ‘Fascist’, while Sacré discusses a poem in praise of Mussolini

which was submitted to the Certamen Hoeuৼtianum in ൫൳൮൲.16 But a text’s

date also cannot be considered an irrelevance: it could be argued that the

claim laid by the Fascists to the ‘language of Rome’ was so powerful and

successful that writing in Latin on almost any subject was no longer an

unpolitical act during the ventennio. By the same token, ‘authorship’ is

hardly a reliable criterion for categorising a work as ‘Fascist’: the same

authors penned both ‘ino൵ensive’, ideologically unengaged works and

extolled Mussolini and his Fascist regime in the most glowing terms.17

We are on safer ground with ‘content’: clearly, works entitled ‘Fasces

renovati’, ‘Dux’, or ‘Lictoria’, and entirely devoted to praising Mussolini

and his regime, should be called ‘Fascist’. However, several chapters

in this volume o൵er important nuances to over-emphasising the Fascist

content of some compositions. Texts which exhibit a fervent nationalism

and adulation of the ideal of romanità, for instance, may look Fascist to

us, but such themes had been the bread and butter of nationalist literature

in both Latin and Italian long before Fascism seized power (see especially

the chapters of Fedeli, Nastasi, and Sacré).

A somewhat pragmatic approach therefore seems indicated. ‘Fascist

Latin’ can best be regarded as an ‘analytical’ rather than a ‘descriptive’

16 See further Sacré’s chapter in this volume, pp. ൬൪൬-൬൪൭.
17 Take, for example, the poet Giovanni Mazza (൫൲൱൱-൫൳൮൭), who, in the ൫൳൭൪s, submitted

to the Hoeuৼtianum (amongst many other contributions) both a poem entitled Ver lacrumo-
sum (൫൳൭൫) about the death of his beloved daughter, and Italia renata (൫൳൭൪), which extolled
Fascism andMussolini. OnMazza, see the edition of his collected works in Giovanni Mazza,
Poesie latine e italiane, edsA. Maglione – B. Scognamiglio (Napoli: Peerson, ൫൳൲൲) and Dirk
Sacré, ‘Two Unknown Poems by Giovanni Mazza (൫൲൱൱-൫൳൮൭)’, Humanistica Lovaniensia,
൰൯ (൬൪൫൰), ൮൬൱-൮൭൱ (esp. pp. ൮൭൭-൮൭൮).
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category: a means of studying Latin literature produced during and around

the ventennio with particular attention to the ways in which they engage

with Fascist ideas, concepts, and imagery. As we have seen above, the

articles in this collection all in their own way take this approach, and the

volume as a whole aims to show what is to be gained by studying the Latin

literature of ൫൳൬൬-൫൳൮൭ from this perspective.

๠e chapters of this volume thus advance our understanding of Fascist

Latin in a number of ways, by o൵ering new insights and important nuances.

But they also open up a number of directions for potential further research

in this field. For example, it is a significant fact in itself that none of the

Latin texts discussed in this book o൵er a critical perspective on Fascism.

Why do anti-Fascist or critical voices appear absent in Latin? Was the

regime so successful in claiming the language for itself that Latin seemed

unavailable as a language of resistance and criticism? Why did critical

Latinists not attempt to reclaim the language of ancient Rome?

Anti-Fascist attitudes towards the Latin language are still underexplored,

despite the fact that many important classicists were involved in the

Resistenza movement and in anti-Fascist parties, and that many anti-

Fascists had a strong classical education.18 Teacher and writer Augusto

Monti, for instance, emphasised the almost unbridgeable distance between

ancient Rome and modern Italy and regarded post-classical Latin as

something unnatural, anti-historical and, in any case, not Roman. More

importantly still, he argued – already in ൫൳൬൭ – that the idea of a Latinitas

perennis was too close to the notion of Fascist romanità, and even seemed

to enhance it.19 Studying the competing ideas about Latin culture during the

ventennio fascista could help us understand better why anti-Fascist voices

did generally not express themselves in the language of ancient Rome.

Luggin’s important remarks about the use of Mussolini’s speeches in

secondary school Latin teaching show how much more there is to be

gained by studying the role(s) of Latin in Fascist schools, especially

in the context of the first years of the Riforma Gentile.20 In particular,

18 Besides the renowned Latinists Concetto Marchesi (൫൲൱൲-൫൳൯൱) and Tommaso Fiore
(൫൲൲൮-൫൳൱൭), other examples among many are Augusto Monti (൫൲൲൫-൫൳൰൰) and the politicians
Paolo Bufalini (൫൳൫൯-൬൪൪൫) and Alessandro Natta (൫൳൫൲-൬൪൪൫), both members of the Italian
Communist Party.

19 Valerio Sanzotta, ‘Augusto Monti e il latino dell’antifascismo’, unpublished paper
delivered at the international conference Fascium decus superbum. Neo-Latin in the
ventennio fascista, Bressanone/Brixen, ൲ October ൬൪൫൰. See, inter alia, Augusto Monti,
Scuola classica e vita moderna (Torino: Einaudi, ൫൳൰൲), pp. ൲൬-൲൭.

20 See above, n. ൫൫.
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the response of secondary school students to this ideologically charged

study of Latin would make a rewarding field of enquiry, which might,

for example, encompass the analysis of student submissions for various

national competitions of Latin composition, preserved in the archives of

the Istituto Nazionale di Studi Romani and possibly elsewhere.

From a methodological viewpoint, Barton’s piece in particular breaks

new grounds: not only because it brings insights from literary theory to bear

on our understanding of the Latin poetry of this period, but also because

it takes as its starting point a theme – the Italian landscape – rather than

one specific text, genre, or author. We see great opportunities for other,

comparable approaches to the Latin literature of the ventennio, tackling

themes such as ‘nature’, ‘masculinity’, or ‘revolution’, which would have

the potential to bring to light common trends and strategies not specific to

one author or one text and to contribute to wider issues in current Fascism

studies. A study on the Latin discourse on ‘revolution’ and renovatio,

for instance, could shed light on the relationship between classicism and

modernity, which is still a much-discussed issue in the study of Fascism.21

More generally, we believe that the study of the Latin literature of this

period would benefit immensely from taking into account research topics

which are relevant to the study of Fascist culture generally: the ways in

which the Roman Catholic Church is depicted in a language it also claimed

for itself, for example, would contribute to ongoing e൵orts to review the

relationship between Fascism and the Roman Church through the prism of

language and culture rather than politics and diplomacy.22 By combining

close textual scrutiny with a keen understanding of issues discussed in

Fascism scholarship we will eventually be able better to understand how

Latin texts functioned in the wider culture of Fascist Italy and to appreciate

the cultural and ideological ramifications of this body of literature.

21 See on this issue, most recently, Helen Roche, ‘“Distant Models?” Italian Fascism,
National Socialism, and the Lure of the Classics’, in Brill’s Companion to the Classics,
Fascist Italy, and Nazi Germany, eds H. Roche – K. Demetriou (Leiden – Boston: Brill,
൬൪൫൲), pp. ൭-൬൲.

22 A project on the role of Latin in negotiating the relationship between Church and
State under Fascism is currently being executed by Nicolò Bettegazzi at the University of
Groningen. On the cultural dynamics between Catholicism and Fascism more generally, see
Donatello Aramini, ‘๠e Myth of “Christian Rome” and the Institute of Roman Studies: An
Attempted Synthesis of Fascism and Catholicism’, Journal of Contemporary History, ൯൪, ൬
(൬൪൫൮), ൫൲൲-൬൫൮; Jan Nelis, ‘Fascist Modernity, Religion, and the Myth of Rome’, in Brill’s
Companion to the Classics, pp. ൫൭൭-൫൯൰; Id., ‘๠e Clerical Response to a Totalitarian Political
Religion: La Civiltà Cattolica and Italian Fascism’, Journal of Contemporary History, ൮൰,
൬ (൬൪൫൫), ൬൮൯-൬൱൪; Catholicism and Fascism in Europe ৲৺৲৹-৲৺৵৶, eds J. Nelis – A. Morelli
– D. Praet (Hildesheim: Olms, ൬൪൫൯).
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Most of the texts discussed in this volume have never received any

scholarly attention before, if their existence was even known at all. Indeed,

new texts still continue to emerge from libraries, and there is much more

to be expected from the archives of individuals and institutes, as Sacré’s

chapter on the archives of the Certamen Hoeuৼtianum in this volume

and van Binnebeke’s inventory of submissions show.23 Further archival

research of this kind will not only bring to light additional texts, but

also o൵er further opportunities for a ‘thicker’ description of the use and

reception of Latin texts in di൵erent contexts.

๠e book contains contributions by authors stemming from, and working

in, di൵erent academic milieus and traditions. ๠is is not only reflected in

the volume’s three languages. As editors, we also respected many of the

scholarly conventions our contributors felt most comfortable with. ๠is

means that the reader will find slight di൵erences in, for instance, translating

and citing practices between the chapters.

๠e book is structured in two main parts. ๠e first contains the inter-

pretative essays by Dirk Sacré, Paolo Fedeli, William M. Barton, Johanna

Luggin, and Wolfgang Strobl. ๠e second part, an ‘Instrumentum biblio-

graphicum’, o൵ers bibliographical aids: it contains Xavier van Binnebeke’s

extensive inventory of submissions to the Certamen Hoeuৼtianum during

the ventenntio, as well as a general bibliography on the subject of Fascist

Latinity, based on the sources and scholarly literature cited in the individ-

ual chapters. As much of the Latin production during this period remains

di൶cult to access, this part of the book is intended as a tool for all those

who wish to explore the field beyond what can already be found in the

available bibliographies.

Many debts of gratitude have been incurred in the production of this

volume. We would like to thank Prof. Dr. Martin Korenjak and Dr. Lav

Šubarić for organising the colloquium Fascium decus superbum. Neo-

Latin in the ventennio fascista, which took place at the Bischöfliches

23 Our overview of Latin texts produced during the ventennio fascista is far from
complete, and one of the main desiderata of this field is to have more texts from this
period made accessible. With the financial support of the University of Oslo (Norway) and
the ‘Anchoring Innovation’ research agenda of OIKOS (the Netherlands’ National Research
School in Classical Studies), Lamers and Reitz-Joosse have recently begun to edit Latin
texts from this period in a digital format, accompanied by brief introductions. ๠e first texts
are expected to become available in ൬൪൬൪: see www.anchoring-fascism.com for further
information.
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Institut Vinzentinum in Brixen on ൱ and ൲ October ൬൪൫൰, and the director

of this splendid venue, Christoph Stragenegg, for generously hosting

the conference. ๠is book would never have materialised without the

generous financial support of the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Neo-

Latin Studies in Innsbruck, directed by Prof. Dr. Florian Scha൵enrath, and

the Department of Philosophy, Classics, and the History of Art and Ideas

(University of Oslo), directed by Prof. Dr. Beate Elvebakk. Additionally,

we are very grateful for the valuable suggestions and editorial work of Prof.

Dr. Dirk Sacré (University of Leuven). Special thanks also go to Nicolò

Bettegazzi (University of Groningen), Victoria M. Mostue (University of

Oslo), Nelleke Koornstra, Hylke de Boer, and Evelien de Graaf (University

of Groningen), and Steven Bockhardt (Humboldt University of Berlin)

for kindly assisting us at various stages with preparing the manuscript for

publication.
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Reprint from “Studies in the Latin Literature and Epigraphy of Italian Fascism” – ISBN 978 94 6270 207 3 – © Leuven University Press, 2020



൭൬൲ ൻංൻඅංඈ඀උൺඉඁඒ

Calero, Giuseppe. Dux almae telluris renovator ac indomitus defensor (Genova:
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medie (Torino: Società Editrice Internazionale, ൫൳൭൰).

Comandè, Giovanni M. Aquilarum impervia Lesbiae odae (Palermo: Sandron,
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Fabbri, Paolo. Conversazione e composizione latina, I (Roma: Perrella, ca.
൫൳൮൪).

Reprint from “Studies in the Latin Literature and Epigraphy of Italian Fascism” – ISBN 978 94 6270 207 3 – © Leuven University Press, 2020



ൻංൻඅංඈ඀උൺඉඁඒ ൭൬൳

—. Conversazione e composizione latina, II. Per le scuole medie e superiori
(Roma: Perrella, ca. ൫൳൮൪).
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Festa, Nicola (ed.). Bacchilide. Odi e frammenti (Firenze: Barbèra ൫൲൳൲).
—. (ed.) L’Africa di Francesco Petrarca., Edizione nazionale delle opere di

Francesco Petrarca, ൫ (Firenze: Sansoni, ൫൳൬൰).
—. (ed.) L’Iliade di Omero, ൬൮ vols (Milano [etc.]: Sandron, [s.a.]).
—. (ed.) L’Odissea di Omero, ൬൮ vols (Milano [etc.]: Sandron, ൫൳൬൫-൫൳൬൲).
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(൬൱ marzo ൫൳൫൫), ൳-൫൭.

Latini, Giovanni. Somnium Vergilii: Latinum Carmen. Con la versione italiana
dell’autore (Todi: Tip. Tuderte, ൫൳൬൭).

Leopardi, Giacomo. Sul colle d’Antela. Canti ed altre poesie in traduzione
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